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Greetings! 

In this installment of my monthly newsletter, I would like to highlight 
the distinct pleasure I recently had of touring the HPD and SWAT 
training facilities.  In addition to touring the facilities, I also had the 
opportunity to experience some of the same training our officers go 
through.  I learned firsthand how officers are trained to respond to 
threatening situations by participating in a similar version of the 
Shoot-Don't Shoot exercise.  Though I had just a small taste of the 
rigorous training our city's officers are put through, I was honored 
to participate and have gained a better understanding of what our 
officers are asked to do on a daily basis and the challenges 
associated with the job. 
  
I was additionally encouraged by the prominence with which the 
Escobar Rule is displayed throughout HPD facilities.  The rule was 
posted at the SWAT range, HPD firing range, and in the training 
room.  This repeated display emphasizes HPD's commitment to 

the appropriate and judicious use of deadly force.   
  
I encourage individuals who are interested in learning more about 
HPD to participate in the department's Citizens' Police Academy.  
Each week, a different discipline or area of the Houston Police 
Department is presented. Examples include, but are not limited to: 
Police Dispatch, Crime Prevention, Family Violence Unit, Vice 
Division, Narcotics Division, Bomb Squad, SWAT Detail, Hostage 
Negotiations, Shoot-Don't Shoot training exercises, Criminal 
Prosecutions, Homicide Investigations, Gangs, and Juvenile 
crimes. In addition, citizens participate in the department's Ride-
Along program, which allows citizens the opportunity to ride in a 
police car with a patrol officer.  The Academy involves a 33-hour 
block of instruction, consisting of a three-hour class, one day a 
week for 10 weeks. The times of the class are usually 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. and all classes are free. 
  
 How do you apply to the Citizens' Police Academy? 
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 Follow Anne on Facebook! 

Harris County Resources 
  

Appraisal District 
  

 Harris County 
  

Toll Road Authority 
  

Voter Registration/Tax Office 
  

You can DOWNLOAD A CITIZENS' POLICE ACADEMY 
APPLICATION AND REGISTER FOR THE NEXT CLASS, have one 
mailed or faxed to you by calling 713 308-3200 or you can pick one 
up at HPD, located at 1200 Travis, Public Affairs Division, 21st floor. 

I want to offer my honor and praise to our city's officers.  Everyday 
these men and women put themselves in harm's way for the sake 
of our safety, and I thank them for their unrelenting service. 
  
  
 

 Biodegradable Lawn Bag Policy  
  
The City of Houston has 
established April 5, 2010 
as the startup date for 
collections under our 
new City of Houston 
Lawn Waste Policy. 
Under the 
ordinance,  the City will not collect yard waste placed in petroleum-
based plastic bags. Instead, lawn waste must be placed in the City 
approved biodegradable bags. 
  

The City of Houston is reminding residents there are free 
alternatives to purchasing biodegradable bags for City collection. 
Residents may leave their grass clippings on their lawn 
(grasscycling) or compost their yard trimmings for use in flower 
beds or gardens rather than bagging. This is a natural and 
excellent lawn fertilization product. 
  
To date, the biodegradable bags may be found in over 123 
Houston area stores including: 
  
 

1. Wal-Mart  
2. Kroger  
3. Randall's  
4. La Michoacana  
5. Berings's  
6. Sellers Bros.  
7. Fiesta  
8. Lowe's  
9. Home Depot  

10. Family Dollar  
11. Dollar General  
12. Nurseries and Garden Center  
13. Living Earth (commercial) 

 

Currently, a box of 10 city-required bags, each holding up to 39 
gallons, costs $6 to $8. As demand for these bags increase, we 
expect to see a decrease in product cost. We predict that the policy 
change will result in the diversion of 60,000 tons of organic material 
from local landfills at an annual savings of more than $1.5 million in 
landfill fees; nearly 10 percent of the city's yearly budget for waste 
disposal. 
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Moreover, this new policy will preclude the need for a garbage fee, 
present in most U.S. cities, as well as the cost of creating new 
landfills. 
  

 Community Rating System  
  
  

Great news Houston: the 
improvements to our City of 
Houston flood plain regulations 
will result in real savings to 
individuals who own property in 
the flood plain.  The National 
Flood Insurance Program's 
(NFIP) Community Rating 
System (CRS) is a voluntary 

incentive program that recognizes and encourages community 
floodplain management activities (like the City of Houston's) that 
exceed the minimum NFIP requirements. 
  
When communities make improvements, flood insurance rates are 
discounted in increments of 5%. The City of Houston joined the 
CRS in 2001 as a Class 8 Community providing a 10% premium 
reduction for most policies. As of October 2009, the City of 
Houston was verified as a CRS Class 5 Community providing up to 
a 25% reduction in flood insurance premiums. 
  
Some may wonder, "Why didn't I see a reduction?" If you are not 
located in the flood plain, then you will not receive a reduction on 
your premium, but the improvements that we have adopted should 
reduce flooding throughout our region. I urge all property owners to 
purchase flood insurance whether you live in the flood plain or not. 
Flood coverage is not included in the standard homeowner's policy; 
it is sold through private insurance companies and backed by the 
federal government. 
   
Contact your insurance agent to purchase flood insurance and to 
receive information about how the new City of Houston CRS rating 
affects your premium for existing coverage. When you purchase 
flood insurance there is a 30-day waiting period before it becomes 
effective. Do not wait to purchase insurance until there is a storm in 
the Gulf because you may be too late to obtain coverage.  
  
I hope that you have found this newsletter useful. Please do not 
hesitate to contact the District C office for assistance with a City 
related matter. As always, we stand ready and willing to help. 
  
Sincerely, 
  

 
Anne Clutterbuck 
Houston Council Member 

Page 3 of 4News from Houston Council Member Anne Clutterbuck

3/12/2010http://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=110318127...



District C 

Forward email 

Houston Council Member Anne Clutterbuck | 900 Bagby | First Floor | Houston | TX | 77002 

 
This email was sent to districtc@cityofhouston.net by districtc@cityofhouston.net. 
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy. 

Email Marketing by 

 

Page 4 of 4News from Houston Council Member Anne Clutterbuck

3/12/2010http://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=110318127...


